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Disclosed is an exemplary hydraulic system including a first
fluid circuit and a second fluid circuit. The hydraulic system
further includes a first pump fluidly connected to the first fluid
circuit and fluidly connectable to the second fluid circuit, and
asecond pump fluidly connectable to the first and second fluid
circuits. The hydraulic system includes a first valve that may
be arranged in a first position for fluidly disconnecting the
first and second pumps from the second fluid circuit, a second
position for fluidly connecting the second pump to the second
fluid circuit and fluidly disconnecting the first pump from the
second fluid circuit, and a third position for fluidly connecting
the first and second pumps to the second fluid circuit.
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HYDRAULIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
EMPLOYING DUAL PUMPS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation in part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/279,939, filed on Oct. 24, 2011, which
is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

A hydraulic system may include a variety of hydraulically
actuated components, each of which may have different flow
and pressure requirements that can vary over time. The
hydraulic system may include a pump for supplying a flow of
pressurized fluid to the hydraulic components. The pump may
have a variable or fixed displacement configuration. Fixed
displacement pumps are generally smaller, lighter, and less
expensive than variable displacement pumps. Generally
speaking, fixed displacement pumps deliver a finite volume of
fluid for each cycle of pump operation. The output volume of
a fixed displacement pump can be controlled by adjusting the
speed of the pump. The pump may be sized to satisfy a
maximum flow requirement of the hydraulic system. Closing
or otherwise restricting the outlet of a fixed displacement
pump will generally cause a corresponding increase in the
system pressure. To avoid over pressurizing the hydraulic
system, fixed displacement pumps typically utilize a pressure
regulator or an unloading valve to control the pressure level
within the system during periods in which the pump output
exceeds the flow requirements of the hydraulic components.
The pressure regulator or unloading valve operates to redirect
the excess fluid back to a hydraulic system sump to be re-
pressurized by the pump. This method of controlling system
pressure and flow may result in a significant reduction in the
operating efficiency of the hydraulic system depending on the
duration and magnitude of excess pump tflow. The hydraulic
system may further include various valves for controlling the
distribution of the pressurized fluid to various hydraulic com-
ponents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is a schematic illustration of an exemplary hydraulic
system employing dual pumps for supply pressurized fluid to
a high-pressure circuit and a low-pressure circuit;

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of the exemplary hydrau-
lic system of FIG. 1 operating in a first operating mode;

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of the exemplary hydrau-
lic system of FIG. 1 operating in a second operating mode;
and

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of the exemplary hydrau-
lic system of FIG. 1 operating in a third operating mode.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of the exemplary hydrau-
lic system of FIG. 1 operating in a fourth operating mode.

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of the exemplary hydrau-
lic system of FIG. 1 operating in a fifth operating mode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the discussion that follows and the draw-
ings, illustrative approaches to the disclosed systems and
methods are described in detail. Although the drawings rep-
resent some possible approaches, the drawings are not nec-
essarily to scale and certain features may be exaggerated,
removed, or partially sectioned to better illustrate and explain
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the present disclosure. Further, the descriptions set forth
herein are not intended to be exhaustive, otherwise limit, or
restrict the claims to the precise forms and configurations
shown in the drawings and disclosed in the following detailed
description.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an exemplary pressurized
fluid distribution system 10 operable for selectively distrib-
uting a pressurized fluid to various hydraulically actuated
components. Fluid distribution system 10 may have various
configurations depending on the requirements of a particular
application. For example, the exemplary fluid distribution
systems illustrated in FIGS. 1-6 are configured for use in
automotive transmission applications. The illustrated fluid
distribution systems operate to distribute pressurized fluid for
use in activating clutches, initiating gearshifts, and providing
clutch cooling and lubrication, as well as providing other
functions.

Fluid distribution system 10 may include multiple hydrau-
lic circuits for selectively distributing the pressurized fluid to
various hydraulically actuated components associated with
the respective hydraulic circuits. Fluid distribution system 10
may generally include a high-pressure circuit having a high-
pressure fluid passage 52 and a low-pressure circuit having a
low-pressure fluid passage 108, although in practice fewer or
more hydraulic circuits may be provided depending on the
requirements of a particular application. Pressurized fluid
distributed by the high-pressure circuit may be used, for
example, to actuate hydraulic components that generally have
high pressure and low flow requirements, such as primary
clutch actuator 12, secondary clutch actuator 14 and shift rail
actuators 16. Pressurized fluid distributed by the low-pressure
circuit may provide lubrication for bearings, including, for
example, various transmission bearings 18, main case inter-
mediate wall bearings 20 and rear case bearings 22, and
provide cooling of clutches, such as primary clutch 24 and
secondary clutch 26. The pressurized fluid from the low-
pressure circuit may also be discharged through spray bar 28
to provide lubrication for transmission gears. Lubrication and
cooling functions typically have higher flow and lower pres-
sure requirements than other functions, such as clutch and
shift rail actuation.

The terms high-pressure circuit and low-pressure circuit
merely identify the respective fluid circuits for purposes of
discussion, and are not intended to denote an actual pressure
level that may occur within the respective fluid circuits, or that
the high-pressure circuit will always operate at a higher pres-
sure level than the low-pressure circuit. Although, the high-
pressure circuit generally operates at a higher pressure level
than the low pressure circuit, there may be certain operating
conditions under which the pressure level within the low-
pressure circuit approaches or exceeds that of the high pres-
sure circuit. It is not necessary that the high-pressure circuit
continually operate at a higher pressure than the low-pressure
circuit under all operating conditions.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, a pump assembly 30
may provide pressurized fluid for distribution by the high-
pressure circuit and the low-pressure circuit. Pump assembly
30 may include one or more pumps. The illustrated exemplary
configuration includes two pumps, but additional pumps may
also be employed depending on the design and performance
requirements of a particular application. Pump assembly 30
may include a first pump 32 and a second pump 34. First
pump 32 and second pump 34 may be selectively fluidly
connected, either individually or in combination, to the high-
pressure circuit and the low-pressure circuit depending on the
flow requirements of the particular fluid circuit. Generally the
output flow from second pump 34 will be directed to the
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low-pressure circuit to provide lubrication for gears and bear-
ings, and cooling for clutches, whereas the output flow from
first pump 32 will be directed to the high-pressure circuit for
actuating shift rails and clutches. Certain operations, how-
ever, such as clutch actuation and shift rail actuation, may
include brief periods during which the flow requirement of
the high-pressure circuit exceeds the flow output of first pump
32. The additional flow may be satisfied by temporarily
directing at least a portion of the fluid output from second
pump 34 to the high-pressure circuit. During this period, at
least a portion of the fluid flow from second pump 34 may be
diverted away from the low-pressure circuit. Once the excess
flow requirement of the high-pressure circuit has abated, the
diverted flow from second pump 34 may once again be
directed to the low-pressure circuit. There may also be peri-
ods during which the flow requirement of the high-pressure
circuit is less than the flow output of first pump 32. During
these periods at least a portion of the excess flow output from
first pump 32 may be directed to the low-pressure circuit.
When the flow requirement of the high-pressure circuit
increases the flow from first pump 32 may be redirected back
to the high-pressure circuit.

First pump 32 may be mounted to a first drive shaft 36 and
second pump 34 may be mounted to a second drive shaft 38.
First drive shaft 36 may be fixedly connected to second drive
shaft 38 via a coupling 40 to enable first pump 32 and second
pump 34 to rotate in unison, and thus be operated at substan-
tially the same speed (e.g., revolutions per minute (rpm)).
Alternatively, first drive shaft 36 and second drive shaft 38
may be interconnected via a suitably configured gear box 42
to enable the first and second pumps to rotate at a selected
fixed speed ratio relative to one another. First drive shaft 36
and second drive shaft 38 may also be integrated as a single
shaft. First drive shaft 36 and second drive shaft 38 may be
connected to an external power source 44, such as an engine,
electric motor, or other power source capable of outputting a
rotational torque. An inlet port 46 of first pump 32 and an inlet
port 48 of second pump 34 may be fluidly connected to a fluid
sump 50 that provides a source of hydraulic fluid for the
pumps.

First pump 32 and second pump 34 may include any of a
variety of known fixed displacement pumps, including but not
limited to, gear pumps, vane pumps, axial piston pumps, and
radial piston pumps. The pumps may be substantially the
same size, or have a different size. The size of a fixed dis-
placement pump may be defined in terms of its fluid output
rate when operated at a particular speed (e.g., revolutions per
minute (rpm)). Increasing the size of the pump generally
produces a corresponding increase in the fluid output rate of
the pump. For example, a first pump capable of outputting 5
Liters/minute when operated at a speed of 1000 rpm is con-
sider to be smaller than a second pump capable of outputting
6 Liters/minute when operated at the same speed. First pump
32 will generally be sized smaller than second pump 34 (i.e.,
produce a lower flow output at a given operating speed) due to
the high pressure circuit typically having lower flow and
higher pressure requirements than the low pressure circuit. In
practice, first pump 32 may be sized larger than second pump
34, or both pumps may have substantially the same size. First
pump 32 and second pump 34 may be operated at substan-
tially the same speed.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 1, the high-pressure circuit may
include a high-pressure fluid passage 52 fluidly connected to
a discharge port 54 of first pump 32. Pressurized fluid output
from first pump 32 may be directed through high-pressure
fluid passage 52 to an actuation control manifold 56 (ACM),
which operates to direct the pressurized fluid to the desired
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hydraulic components, for example, shift rail actuators 16,
primary clutch actuator 12 and secondary clutch actuator 14.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, a line-pressure valve
58 (LPV) may be provided to selectively control distribution
of pressurized fluid from first pump 32 and second pump 34
between the high-pressure circuit and the low-pressure cir-
cuit. This may enable more efficient use of the pumps and
enable the pumps to be sized smaller than generally would be
required if each pump were sized to satisfy the maximum flow
requirement of the respective fluid circuit. Smaller pumps
generally require less power to operate than larger pumps. For
example, first pump 32 and second pump 34 may be sized to
accommodate the pressure and flow requirements predomi-
nantly occurring within the respective high pressure circuit
and low pressure circuit, which is typically less, and may be
significantly less, than the respective fluid circuit’s maximum
pressure and flow requirement. During instances in which the
flow and/or pressure requirement of a particular fluid circuit
exceeds the output of the corresponding pump, at least a
portion of the fluid from the pump supplying the other fluid
circuit may be temporarily diverted to the fluid circuit requir-
ing the additional flow to satisfy the deficiency. Once the
excess flow requirement has subsided, the additional flow
may be redirected back to the other fluid circuit. The ability to
selectively distribute the fluid output from first pump 32 and
second pump 34 may allow the use of smaller pumps having
lower power consumption, which may increase the overall
efficiency of the fluid distribution system.

Line-pressure valve 58 may be configured as a pilot con-
trolled three-way four-port valve having a high-pressure inlet
port 60, a low-pressure inlet port 62, a high-pressure dis-
charge port 64 and a low-pressure discharge port 66. Line-
pressure valve 58 may be operated to selectively fluidly con-
nect low-pressure inlet port 62 to low pressure discharge port
66, and to selectively fluidly connect high pressure inlet port
60 to high-pressure discharge port 64. Although line-pressure
valve 58 is illustrated as a pilot controlled three-way four-port
valve, it shall be appreciated that other valve configurations
may also be used depending on the particular application.

Line-pressure valve 58 may be fluidly connected to first
pump 32 through a high-pressure supply passage 68 fluidly
connecting high-pressure inlet port 60 of line-pressure valve
58 to high-pressure fluid passage 52. Line-pressure valve 58
may be fluidly connected to second pump 34 by way of a
low-pressure supply passage 70 fluidly connecting a dis-
charge port 72 of second pump 34 to low-pressure inlet port
62 of line-pressure valve 58.

To control distribution of pressurized fluid from first pump
32 and second pump 34 between the high-pressure and low-
pressure circuits, line-pressure valve 58 may be selectively
arranged in any of three positions 74, 76 and 78. Line-pres-
sure valve 58 is illustrated arranged in first position 74 in
FIGS. 1 and 2, in second position 76 in FIG. 3, and in third
position 78 in F1G. 4. Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in first
position 74 substantially blocks pressurized fluid from flow-
ing between low-pressure inlet port 62 and low-pressure dis-
charge port 66, and between high-pressure inlet port 60 and
high pressure-discharge port 64. Arranging line-pressure
valve 58 in second position 76 fluidly connects low-pressure
inlet port 62 to low-pressure discharge port 66, while substan-
tially blocking the flow of fluid between high-pressure inlet
port 60 and high-pressure discharge port 64. Arranging line-
pressure valve 58 in third position 78 fluidly connects low-
pressure inlet port 62 to low-pressure discharge port 66 and
high-pressure inlet port 60 to high pressure discharge port 64.

Line-pressure valve 58 may also be configured for variable
output, which may be enabled by arranging line-pressure
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valve 58 at one or more intermediate positions 71, 73 between
first position 74 and third position 78. For example, arranging
line-pressure valve 58 between first position 74 and second
position 76 fluidly connects low-pressure inlet port 62 to
low-pressure discharge port 66 and substantially blocks the
flow of fluid between high-pressure inlet port 60 and high-
pressure discharge port 64. Arranging line-pressure valve 58
between first position 74 and second position 76 restricts fluid
flow between low-pressure inlet port 62 and low pressure
discharge port 66 to something less than would occur with the
valve is arranged in second position 76. The fluid flow path
between low-pressure inlet port 62 and low-pressure dis-
charge port 66 is substantially fully open when line-pressure
valve 58 is arranged in second position 76, and is substantially
closed when the valve is arranged in first position 74. The
fluid flow path between low-pressure inlet port 62 and low-
pressure discharge port 66 generally becomes more restric-
tive as line-pressure valve 58 is moved away from second
position 76 and toward first position 74. Generally the fluid
flow path between high-pressure inlet port 60 and high-pres-
sure discharge port 64 remains substantially blocked over the
entire range between and including first position 74 and sec-
ond position 76.

Arranging line-pressure valve 58 between second position
76 and third position 78 restricts fluid flow between high-
pressure inlet port 60 and high-pressure discharge port 64 to
something less than when the valve is arranged in third posi-
tion 78. The fluid flow path between high-pressure inlet port
60 and high-pressure discharge port 64 is substantially fully
open when line-pressure valve 58 is arranged in third position
78, and is substantially closed when the valve is arranged in
second position 76. The fluid flow path between high-pres-
sure inlet port 60 and high-pressure discharge port 64 gener-
ally becomes less restrictive as line-pressure valve 58 is
moved away from second position 76 and toward third posi-
tion 78. Generally the fluid flow path between low-pressure
inlet port 62 and low-pressure discharge port 66 remains
substantially fully open over the entire range between and
including second position 76 and third position 78.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, a biasing member 80
biases line-pressure valve 58 toward first position 74, which is
the default position. A pressure tap 82 may be provided to
detect a pressure level within high-pressure supply passage
68. Pressure tap 82 provides a pilot pressure that tends to
move line-pressure valve 58 away from first position 74 and
toward third position 78.

A pilot pressure signal for controlling operation of line-
pressure valve 58 may be transmitted from actuation control
manifold 56 and delivered to line-pressure valve 58 through a
pilot signal passage 84. The pilot signal operates in conjunc-
tion with biasing member 80 to move line-pressure valve 58
toward first position 74 and away from third position 78.
Line-pressure valve 58 will generally not begin to move back
toward first position 74 and away from third position 78 until
the pilot pressure supplied by pressure tap 82 exceeds the
combined biasing force exerted by biasing member 80 and
supplied by pilot signal passage 84.

The pilot signal may be controlled by a line pressure sole-
noid valve 86 (LPS), which operates to generate the pilot
signal by selectively fluidly connecting pilot signal passage
84 to high-pressure fluid passage 52 through a pilot pressure
supply passage 88. Line pressure solenoid valve 86 may be
configured as a three-way two-position valve, and may be
selectively arranged in a first position 90 for fluidly connect-
ing pilot pressure supply passage 88 to pilot signal passage
84, and a second position 92 for fluidly connecting pilot
signal passage 84 to fluid sump 50.
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Line pressure solenoid valve 86 may be configured for
variable output by arranging the valve at one or more inter-
mediate positions between first position 90 and second posi-
tion 92. A biasing member 94 may be provided to bias line
pressure solenoid valve 86 toward first position 90, which is
the default position. A pressure tap 96 may also be provided to
detect a pressure level within pilot signal passage 84. Pressure
tap 96 provides a pilot pressure that operates in conjunction
with biasing member 94 to bias line pressure solenoid valve
86 toward first position 90.

Line pressure solenoid valve 86 may include a solenoid 98
selectively operable to bias line pressure solenoid valve 86
toward second position 92 and away from first position 90 in
response to a signal received from a controller, such as, for
example, a transmission control module (TCM) or a trans-
mission control unit (TCU). Solenoid 98 may be configured
as a variable force solenoid or a variable bleed solenoid, by
way of example. Activating solenoid 98 biases line pressure
solenoid valve 86 toward second position 92 and away from
first position 90. Line pressure solenoid valve 86 will gener-
ally be arranged in the default first position 90 when solenoid
98 is deactivated.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, second pump 34 may
be selectively fluidly connected to high-pressure fluid pas-
sage 52 by way of a blocking actuation passage 100. One end
of blocking actuation passage 100 may be fluidly connected
to low-pressure supply passage 70 upstream of line-pressure
valve 58 at a fluid junction 102, and an opposite end fluidly
connected to high-pressure fluid passage 52 at a fluid junction
104. Blocking actuation passage 100 may include a blocking
actuation check valve 106 (BACV) operable to substantially
block fluid present within the high-pressure circuit from flow-
ing through blocking actuation passage 100 to low-pressure
supply passage 70 under all operating conditions and regard-
less of the positioning of line-pressure valve 58. Blocking
actuation check valve 106 may be configured to allow pres-
surized fluid from second pump 34 to pass through the valve
to the high-pressure circuit when a predetermined pressure
drop across blocking actuation check valve 106 is exceeded.
The pressure drop being such that the pressure within low-
pressure supply passage 70 is greater than the pressure within
high-pressure fluid passage 52. Blocking actuation check
valve 106 may be configured as a check valve.

Blocking actuation check valve 106 may be configured to
be infinitely moveable between a fully closed position, in
which fluid output from second pump 34 is substantially
blocked from passing through the valve to high-pressure fluid
passage 52, and a fully open position, in which substantially
all or a portion of the fluid output from second pump 34 is
allowed to pass through the valve to high-pressure fluid pas-
sage 52. Blocking actuation check valve 106 may be config-
ured to operate in response to a pressure drop occurring across
the check valve. For example, blocking actuation check valve
106 may be configured to commence opening at a predeter-
mined minimum pressure drop occurring across the valve.
Further increasing the pressure drop causes blocking actua-
tion check valve 106 to further open, thereby increasing the
flow rate through the valve from low-pressure supply passage
70 to high-pressure fluid passage 52.

Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in either second position
76 or third position 78 allows pressurized fluid from second
pump 34 to flow to the low-pressure circuit through a low-
pressure fluid passage 108, which may be fluidly connected to
high-pressure discharge port 64 and low-pressure discharge
port 66 of line-pressure valve 58. Low-pressure fluid passage
108 may be fluidly connected to an inlet port 110 of a heat
exchanger 112. Heat exchanger 112 may include various
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configurations, including but not limited to, a water to oil heat
exchanger. When configured as a water to oil heat exchanger,
a portion of the heat contained within the pressurized fluid
passing through heat exchanger 112 may be transferred to
water flowing over the heat exchanger.

A heat exchanger discharge passage 114 may be fluidly
connected to a discharge port 116 of heat exchanger 112. A
heat exchanger bypass passage 118 may be provided to allow
the pressurized fluid to bypass heat exchanger 112, should the
heat exchanger become clogged or otherwise restrict the flow
of fluid through the heat exchanger. Heat exchanger bypass
passage 118 may include a heat exchanger check valve 120
(HECV) for limiting a pressure drop across heat exchanger
112. Heat exchanger check valve 120 senses a pressure drop
across heat exchanger 112 and may be configured to open
when the pressure drop exceeds a predetermined magnitude.

Pressurized fluid discharged from heat exchanger 112 may
be used to provide lubrication for bearings 18, 20 and 22, and
delivered to spray bar 28 for lubricating gears. Pressurized
fluid not used for bearing and gear lubrication may provide
cooling for a primary clutch 24 and a secondary clutch 26.
Pressurized fluid for clutch cooling may be diverted to pri-
mary clutch 24 and secondary clutch 26 through a clutch
cooling supply passage 122 fluidly connected to heat
exchanger discharge passage 114 at a fluid junction 124.

Distribution of pressurized fluid between primary clutch
24 and secondary clutch 26 may be selectively controlled by
a clutch cooling primary valve 126 (CCPV) and a clutch
cooling secondary valve 128 (CCSV). Clutch primary cool-
ing valve 126 may be fluidly connected to clutch cooling
supply passage 122 through a CCPV supply passage 130.
Clutch secondary cooling valve 128 may be fluidly connected
to clutch cooling supply passage 122 through a CCSV supply
passage 132. Clutch cooling primary valve 126 is operable to
control the flow of pressurized cooling fluid to primary clutch
24, and clutch cooling secondary valve 128 is operable to
control the flow of pressurized cooling fluid to secondary
clutch 26.

Clutch cooling primary valve 126 may be configured as a
pilot actuated three-position five-port valve. A biasing mem-
ber 134 biases clutch cooling primary valve 126 to a default
first position 136, in which cooling fluid from primary clutch
26 is allowed to flow back through clutch cooling primary
valve 126 and is returned to fluid sump 50. Clutch cooling
primary valve 126 is illustrated in FIGS. 1-4 in the default first
position 136. Clutch cooling primary valve 126 may also be
arranged in an intermediate second position 138, in which
pressurized fluid flows through a calibrated orifice 140 to
primary clutch 24 through a primary clutch cooling supply
passage 142. Clutch cooling primary valve 126 may be
arranged in a third position 144, in which pressurized fluid is
allowed to flow to primary clutch 24 through calibrated ori-
fice 140 and primary clutch cooling supply passage 142.
Third position 144 provides a higher flow rate than second
position 138, in which fluid is allowed to flow only through
calibrated orifice 140. A pilot pressure signal for controlling
operation of clutch cooling primary valve 126 may be pro-
vided by a primary clutch actuation pressure received from
actuation control manifold 56 and delivered to the valve
through a pilot signal passage 146.

Clutch cooling secondary valve 128 may be configured as
a pilot actuated three-position five-port valve. A biasing
member 148 biases clutch cooling secondary valve 128 to a
default first position 150, in which cooling fluid from second-
ary clutch 26 is allowed to flow back through clutch cooling
secondary valve 128 and is returned to fluid sump 50. Clutch
cooling secondary valve 128 is illustrated in the default first
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position 150 in FIGS. 1-6. Clutch cooling secondary valve
128 may also be arranged in an intermediate second position
152, in which pressurized fluid flows through a calibrated
orifice 154 to secondary clutch 26 through a secondary clutch
cooling supply passage 156. Clutch cooling secondary valve
128 may be arranged in a third position 158, in which pres-
surized fluid is allowed to flow to secondary clutch 26 through
orifice 154 and secondary clutch cooling supply passage 156.
Third position 158 provides a higher flow rate than second
position 152, in which fluid is only allowed to flow through
calibrated orifice 154. A pilot pressure signal for controlling
operation of clutch cooling secondary valve 128 may be
transmitted from actuation control manifold 56 and delivered
to the valve through a pilot signal passage 160.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 1, to limit a maximum pressure
occurring within the fluid circuit upstream of line-pressure
valve 58, particularly when line-pressure valve 58 is arranged
in first position 74, a relief valve 162 may be provided to
selectively direct at least a portion of pressurized fluid from
the circuit back to first pump 32 and second pump 34. Relief
valve 162 may be disposed in a fluid path of a relief passage
164 that fluidly connects low-pressure supply passage 70 to
inlet port 48 of second pump 34 and inlet port 46 of first pump
32. Relief valve 162 is operable to substantially block fluid
from passing from first pump 32 and second pump 34 through
relief valve 162 to low-pressure supply passage 70 under all
operating conditions. Relief valve 162 may be configured to
allow pressurized fluid from low-pressure supply passage 70
to pass through the valve to first pump 32 and second pump 34
when a predetermined pressure drop across relief valve 162 is
exceeded.

Relief valve 162 may be configured to be infinitely move-
able between a fully closed position, in which fluid from
low-pressure supply passage 70 is substantially blocked from
passing through the valve to first pump 32 and second pump
34, and a fully open position in which substantially all or a
portion of fluid passing through low-pressure supply passage
70 is allowed to pass through the valve to first pump 32 and
second pump 34.

Relief valve 162 may be configured to operate in response
to a pressure drop occurring across the valve. For example,
relief valve 162 may be configured to commence opening at a
predetermined minimum pressure drop occurring across the
valve. Further increasing the pressure drop causes relief valve
162 to further open, thereby increasing the flow rate through
the valve from low-pressure supply passage 70 to first pump
32 and second pump 34.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 1, a clutch backpressure valve
166 (CBV) may be provided to limit a maximum pressure that
may occur within the low-pressure circuit. Clutch backpres-
sure valve 166 is operable to selectively direct at least a
portion of pressurized fluid from the low-pressure circuit
back to first pump 32 and second pump 34 when the pressure
within the low-pressure circuit exceeds a predetermined
limit. Clutch backpressure valve 166 may be disposed in the
fluid path of a clutch backpressure relief passage 168 fluidly
connecting heat exchanger inlet port 110 to inlet port 48 of
second pump 34 and inlet port 46 of first pump 32. Clutch
backpressure valve 166 may be configured to operate in
response to a detected pressure within clutch backpressure
relief passage 168. For example, clutch backpressure valve
166 may be configured to commence opening when the pres-
sure within clutch backpressure relief passage 168 exceeds a
predetermined limit. Further increasing the pressure within
clutch backpressure relief passage 168 causes clutch back-
pressure valve 166 to further open. On the other hand,
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decreasing the pressure within clutch backpressure relief pas-
sage 168 causes the valve to commence closing to reduce the
flow of pressurized fluid.

Operation of pressurized fluid distribution system 10 will
now be described with reference to FIGS. 2-6. Pressurized
fluid distribution system 10 may generally operate in three
different operating modes. A first operating mode has pres-
surized fluid from first pump 32 and second pump 34 being
directed away from the low-pressure circuit and delivered to
the high-pressure circuit. A second operating mode has pres-
surized fluid from first pump 32 delivered to the high-pressure
circuit and pressurized fluid from second pump 34 delivered
to the low-pressure circuit. A third operating mode has pres-
surized fluid from second pump 34 and at least a portion of the
pressurized fluid from first pump 32 delivered to the low-
pressure circuit. The first operating mode may be selected by
arranging line-pressure valve 58 in first position 74. The
second operating mode may be selected by arranging line-
pressure valve 58 in second position 76. The third operating
mode may be selected by arranging line-pressure valve 58 in
third position 78. FIG. 2 illustrates the fluid path traveled by
the pressurized fluid when operating fluid distribution system
10 in the first operating mode. FIG. 4 illustrates the fluid path
traveled by the pressurized fluid when operating fluid distri-
bution system 10 in the second operating mode. FIG. 4 illus-
trates the fluid path traveled by the pressurized fluid when
operating fluid distribution system 10 in the third operating
mode.

Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in the intermediate posi-
tion 71 between first position 74 and second position 76
causes the fluid output from second pump 34 to be appor-
tioned between the high pressure circuit and the low-pressure
circuit and the entire fluid output from first pump 32 to be
delivered to the high-pressure circuit. Such an arrangement
represents a fourth operating mode, as illustrated in FIG. 5.
Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in the intermediate position
73 between second position 76 and third position 78 causes
the fluid output from first pump 32 to be apportioned between
the high pressure circuit and the low-pressure circuit and the
entire fluid output from second pump 34 to be delivered to the
low-pressure circuit. Such an arrangement represents a fifth
operating mode, as illustrated in FIG. 6.

Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in first position 74 sub-
stantially blocks the flow of fluid between low-pressure sup-
ply passage 70 and low-pressure fluid passage 108 and may
cause substantially the entire fluid output from second pump
34 to travel from low-pressure supply passage 70 through
blocking actuation passage 100 to high-pressure fluid passage
52 (as illustrated in FIG. 2). Arranging line-pressure valve 58
in the intermediate position 71 between first position 74 and
second position 76, as illustrated in FIG. 5, causes a portion of
the pressured fluid from second pump 34 to travel from low-
pressure supply passage 70 through blocking actuation pas-
sage 100 to high-pressure fluid passage 52, and the remainder
of the fluid to travel through line-pressure valve 58 to the
low-pressure circuit. Pressurized fluid from first pump 32 is
delivered to the high-pressure circuit through high-pressure
fluid passage 52 and blocked from being delivered to the
low-pressure circuit when line-pressure valve 58 is arranged
in any position between and including first position 74 and
second position 76. Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in sec-
ond position 76 fluidly connects low-pressure supply passage
70 to low-pressure fluid passage 108 while substantially
blocking the flow of fluid from high-pressure fluid passage 52
to low-pressure fluid passage 108. Arranging line-pressure
valve 58 in third position 78 fluidly connects low-pressure
supply passage 70 and high-pressure fluid passage 52 to low-
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pressure fluid passage 108, and causes at least a portion of the
pressurized fluid from first pump 32 to flow to the low-pres-
sure circuit and the remaining portion to flow to the high-
pressure circuit. Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in the inter-
mediate position 73 between second position 76 and third
position 78, as illustrated in FIG. 6, causes the entire fluid
output from second pump 34 to be delivered to the low-
pressure circuit and the fluid output from first pump 32 to be
apportioned between the low-pressure circuit and the high-
pressure circuit.

Fluid distribution system 10 will generally operate in the
second operating mode (FIG. 3) when the flow output from
first pump 32 is sufficient to satisfy the flow requirement of
the high-pressure circuit. However, there may be instances in
which the flow requirement of the high-pressure circuit tem-
porarily exceeds the flow output of first pump 32. When this
occurs, fluid distribution system 10 may be operated in the
first operating mode (FIG. 2), or the intermediate fourth oper-
ating mode between the first and second operating modes, in
which at least a portion of the fluid output from second pump
34 is directed away from the low-pressure circuit and deliv-
ered to the high-pressure circuit to satisfy the temporary
excess flow requirement. The second operating mode may be
reinitiated, and the flow output from second pump 34 directed
back to the low-pressure circuit, when the excess flow
requirement of the high-pressure circuit no longer exists.

Referring to FIG. 3, the second operating mode may be
actuated by arranging line-pressure valve 58 in second posi-
tion 76, which allows pressurized fluid from second pump 34
to pass through line-pressure valve 58 to the low-pressure
circuit. With line-pressure valve 58 arranged in second posi-
tion 76, the pressure within low-pressure supply passage 70
of the low-pressure circuit will generally be lower than the
pressure within high-pressure fluid passage 52 of the high-
pressure circuit. This generally results in a pressure drop
across blocking actuation check valve 106 that is less than the
predetermined pressure drop required to open the check
valve, thereby substantially preventing pressurized fluid from
second pump 34 from flowing through blocking actuation
passage 100 to the high-pressure circuit.

With reference to FIG. 2, the first operating mode may be
actuated by arranging line-pressure valve 58 in first position
74, or in a fourth operating mode when in the intermediate
position 71 between first position 74 and second position 76,
thereby blocking at least a portion of the flow of pressurized
fluid from pump 34 to the low-pressure circuit. Blocking
actuation check valve 106 controls the flow of fluid from
second pump 34 to the high-pressure circuit through blocking
actuation passage 100 based on the arrangement of line-
pressure valve 58. Arranging line-pressure valve 58 in first
position 74, or the intermediate position 71 between first
position 74 and second position 76, generally causes a corre-
sponding increase in pressure within low-pressure supply
passage 70. The pressure increase within low-pressure supply
passage 70 required to transition from the second operating
mode to the first operating mode may be achieved without
having to adjust the operating speed of first pump 32 and
second pump 34. This may cause the pressure within low-
pressure supply passage 70 to exceed the pressure within
high-pressure fluid passage 52 of the high-pressure circuit,
resulting in a corresponding pressure drop across blocking
actuation check valve 106. When the pressure drop exceeds
the predetermined pressure drop required to open blocking
actuation check valve 106, the pressurized fluid from second
pump 34 will commence flowing through blocking actuation
passage 100 to the high-pressure circuit, thereby providing
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additional fluid to satisty the temporary excess flow require-
ment of the high-pressure circuit.

With reference to FIG. 4, there may be instances in which
the flow requirement of the high-pressure circuit is less than
the flow output of first pump 32. When this occurs, fluid
distribution system 10 may be operated in the third operating
mode (FIG. 4), or in a fifth intermediate operating mode
between the second and third operating modes, in which at
least a portion of the fluid output from first pump 32 is
directed away from the high-pressure circuit and delivered to
the low-pressure circuit. The second operating mode may be
reinitiated, and the flow output from first pump 32 directed
back to the high-pressure circuit, when the flow requirement
of the high-pressure circuit again approaches the flow output
offirst pump 32. The third operating mode may be actuated by
arranging line-pressure valve 58 in third position 78, or in an
intermediate fifth operating mode when positioned between
second position 76 and third position 78, thereby redirecting
at least a portion of the flow of pressurized fluid from first
pump 32 to the low-pressure circuit and away from the high-
pressure circuit.

It will be appreciated that the exemplary hydraulic system
described herein has broad applications. The foregoing con-
figurations were chosen and described in order to illustrate
principles of the methods and apparatuses as well as some
practical applications. The preceding description enables oth-
ers skilled in the art to utilize methods and apparatuses in
various configurations and with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated. In accordance with
the provisions of the patent statutes, the principles and modes
of operation of the disclosed container have been explained
and illustrated in exemplary configurations.

It is intended that the scope of the present methods and
apparatuses be defined by the following claims. However, it
must be understood that the disclosed hydraulic system may
be practiced otherwise than is specifically explained and
illustrated without departing from its spirit or scope. It should
be understood by those skilled in the art that various alterna-
tives to the configuration described herein may be employed
in practicing the claims without departing from the spirit and
scope as defined in the following claims. The scope of the
disclosed container should be determined, not with reference
to the above description, but should instead be determined
with reference to the appended claims, along with the full
scope of equivalents to which such claims are entitled. It is
anticipated and intended that future developments will occur
in the arts discussed herein, and that the disclosed systems
and methods will be incorporated into such future examples.
Furthermore, all terms used in the claims are intended to be
given their broadest reasonable constructions and their ordi-
nary meanings as understood by those skilled in the art unless
an explicit indication to the contrary is made herein. In par-
ticular, use of the singular articles such as “a,” “the,” “said,”
etc., should be read to recite one or more of the indicated
elements unless a claim recites an explicit limitation to the
contrary. It is intended that the following claims define the
scope of the device and that the method and apparatus within
the scope of these claims and their equivalents be covered
thereby. In sum, it should be understood that the device is
capable of modification and variation and is limited only by
the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A hydraulic system comprising:

a first fluid circuit;

a second fluid circuit;

a first pump fluidly connected to the first fluid circuit and

fluidly connectable to the second fluid circuit;
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a second pump fluidly connectable to the first fluid circuit
and the second fluid circuit;

a first valve selectably moveable between a first position, a
second position, and a third position, a first intermediate
position between the first and the second positions, and
a second intermediate position between the second and
the third positions, wherein the first pump is fluidly
disconnected from the second fluid circuit when the first
valve is arranged in the first, the second, and the first
intermediate positions, and the first pump is fluidly con-
nected to the second fluid circuit when the first valve is
arranged in the third position and the second intermedi-
ate position, and wherein the second pump is fluidly
disconnected from the second fluid circuit when the first
valve is arranged in the first position, and the second
pump is fluidly connected to the second fluid circuit
when the first valve is arranged in the second position
and the third position and the second intermediate posi-
tion.

2. The hydraulic system of claim 1 further comprising a
second valve fluidly connected to the first fluid circuit and the
second pump, the second valve movable between a closed
position in response to the first valve being arranged in at least
one of the second and third positions, and an open position in
response to the first valve being arranged in substantially the
first position, wherein the fluid output from the second pump
passes through the second valve to the first fluid circuit when
the first valve is arranged in the first position, and the fluid
output from the second pump is substantially blocked from
passing through the second valve to the first fluid circuit when
the first valve is arranged in at least one of the second and third
positions.

3. The hydraulic system of claim 2, wherein the fluid output
from the second pump passes through the first valve to the
second fluid circuit when the first valve is arranged in the
second position, the third position, and the first intermediate
position and the second intermediate position.

4. The hydraulic system of claim 2, wherein the second
valve is a check valve operable to substantially block fluid in
the first fluid circuit from passing through the second valve
when the first valve is arranged in any one of the first, second
and third positions, including intermediate positions.

5. The hydraulic system of claim 2, wherein the second
valve is a check valve configured to detect a pressure drop
across the second valve, the second valve moveable from the
closed position to the open position upon detecting a prede-
termined pressure drop.

6. The hydraulic system of claim 2, wherein substantially
an entire fluid output of the second fluid pump passes through
the second valve when the first valve is arranged in the first
position.

7. The hydraulic system of claim 2, wherein the second
valve is arranged upstream of the first valve.

8. The hydraulic system of claim 1, wherein substantially
the entire fluid output of the second pump passes through the
first valve when the first valve is arranged in one of the second
position, the third position, and the second intermediate posi-
tion.

9. The hydraulic system of claim 1, wherein the first valve
is disposed in a fluid path between the first pump and the
second fluid circuit and between the second pump and the
second fluid circuit.

10. The hydraulic system of claim 1, further comprising:

a third valve operable for selectively producing a pilot
pressure, the third valve operably connected to the first
valve; and
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wherein the first valve includes a biasing member, the pilot
pressure from the third valve operating in conjunction
with the biasing member to urge the first valve toward
the first position.

11. The hydraulic system of claim 1, wherein the first pump 5
and the second pump operate at substantially the same speed,
the first pump configured to produce a fluid output at a first
flow rate when operated at a selected speed and the second
pump configured to produce a fluid output at a second flow
rate when operated at the selected speed, the second flow rate 10
being greater than the first flow rate of the first pump.
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